
 

 

3 June 2008 

 

 

Dear Sir/Madam 

Core Paths Plan – draft 

Thank you for consulting sportscotland on the draft core paths plan for the national 
park.   

sportscotland is the national agency for sport.  Our aim is to encourage everyone in 
Scotland to discover and develop their own sporting experience helping to increase 
participation and improve performance in Scottish sport.  

sportscotland is very supportive of the draft plan.  As well as providing paths close to 
where people live, we are pleased see paths identified which link to the wider 
countryside and provision made for a range of purposes, including access to and on 
water, and for a range of abilities.  We are glad to see provision made for the local 
community and for visitors to the park.  We support the role identified for core paths in 
avoiding conflict with land management interests and in reducing impacts on the 
natural heritage. We fully agree with the sentiment that core paths are meant to 
complement people’s access rights rather than hinder them. 

sportscotland supports the way the plan indicates which routes are particularly 
suitable for different activities.  This will be very important in directing people to paths 
most suited to their activity and from which they are likely therefore to get most 
enjoyment.  It would also be useful, in the plan or in supporting material and media, to 
make clear that not all core paths will be capable of accommodating all uses.  
sportscotland is concerned that there is or could be a perception that all core paths 
can accommodate a range of activities.  It is important to avoid this perception arising 
to ensure both the longevity of paths and the safety and enjoyment of those using the 
core path network.   

There may be a role for the national park to control expectation in relation to certain 
routes and to point out where the nature of the path may restrict its use to certain 
activities.   
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sportscotland considers that the plan would benefit from expanding on the role of core 
paths identified on water.  sportscotland remains somewhat unsure as to the purpose 
of such designation.  Is there, for example, a greater expectation of infrastructure 
provision associated with such routes - such as slip ways, and jetties or car parks or 
information?  Can assumptions be made about access being more straightforward on 
such routes with less conflict likely with other users?  Again it will be important to 
manage the expectation associated with designating a core path on water. 

sportscotland wonders if it is possible to differentiate core routes on water in any way, 
making them more readily identifiable to those interested in access to water?  As 
currently indicated, they are quite difficult to pick out. 

It might be useful to explain what some of the attractions are that some of the core 
paths identified lead to.  It is clear that Core Paths Plans are intended for visitors as 
much as local people.  From reading the plan, we consider that there could be benefit 
in giving more explanation on what some of the attractions referred to actually are – 
e.g. the Bun O Vat.  Such information would help fulfil one of the purposes of core 
paths in promoting tourism and economic development.  We appreciate that this sort 
of information might not need to appear in the finalised plan itself, but could appear in 
supporting literature or web material. 

It would be if the plan could indicate whether those core paths that cross the park 
boundary continue as core paths in neighbouring authorities. This will provide a 
degree of confidence in the access taker when crossing the park boundary.   

It would also be useful, as is the case in the Loch Lomond and the Trossachs Core 
Paths Plan, to give an indication of the other paths and routes that core paths link to 
and form the basis of access for.  This would facilitate exploration and use of the park 
for sport and recreation purposes. 

 

If you wish to discuss any of the above points please get in touch. 

Thank you. 

Yours sincerely 

Campbell Gerrard 
Planning Team 
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From: automailer@cairngorms.co.uk
Sent: 19 June 2008 20:22
To: Core Path Planning
Subject: Core Paths Planning Comments

Name: Mr Richard Burn

Address: Kirkhill

Bellabeg

Strathdon

Postcode: AB36 8UX

Email: richardwburn@hotmail.com

Phone: 01975 651241

Responding on behalf of: Friends and family

1. Do you think that the proposed core paths network is sufficient to give people reasonable access throughout the area? Yes

2. Please state clearly and fully the grounds of your objection or support to the Draft Core Paths Plan: UD05

Excellent.  This would enable pedestrian access between the Hotel/Lonach Hall and Bellabeg, avoiding the main road,as well as
enabling much more scope for circular walks and general access to and from Waterside. Older people in Srathdon still speak of 
how good it was when the old Waterside bridge existed over the Don and facilitated access to the Hotel and Houses along 
Waterside, and what a shame it is that it was never replaced.

UD04

Useful route along historic route of old road with good views over Strathdon, providing off-road access between Bellabeg and 
Heughead .

UD07

Useful link with UD04, and continues along old road.

UD08

Useful short circular route with views.

UD06 and UD09

Access to historic Poldhullie Bridge

UD03

This useful link between Bellabeg, Strathdon School and Roughpark seems to be under-used.  Maybe it would be used more by 
schoolchildren/parents if it had a better surface.

UD10, UD11, UD12
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Useful access to Ben Newe from Bellabeg.  Ben Newe is a fine local vantage point, but at present it looks as though not many 
visitors get up it.

Summing up: the plan looks OK

3. If objecting, please indicate what change(s) you are seeking to the Draft Core Paths Plan which could resolve your objection: 

Cairngorms National Park Authority
The information contained in this e-mail is confidential and intended for the exclusive use of the individual(s) or organisation 
specified above.  Any unauthorised dissemination or copying of this e-mail, or mis-use or wrongful disclosure of information 
contained in it, is strictly prohibited and may be illegal.  Please notify the sender by  return e-mail should you have received this 
e-mail in error.

Virus Warning: Although this email and any attachments are believed to be free from viruses, it is the responsibility of the 
recipient to ensure that they are virus free.  No responsibility is accepted by the Cairngorms National Park Authority for any loss 
or damage arising in any way from their receipt or opening

Spam.  This e-mail has been scanned for Spam.  However if you feel that this is Spam please forward this to 
mailmanager@cairngorms.co.uk
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From: automailer@cairngorms.co.uk
Sent: 19 June 2008 16:43
To: Core Path Planning
Subject: Core Paths Planning Comments

Name: Mr Richard Green

Address: 3 Coylum Road

Aviemore

Postcode: PH22 1QG

Email: rpgreen@talk21.com

Phone: 

Responding on behalf of: Rothiemurchus & Glenmore Community Association

1. Do you think that the proposed core paths network is sufficient to give people reasonable access throughout the area? No

2. Please state clearly and fully the grounds of your objection or support to the Draft Core Paths Plan: a. We feel that the ancient
"thieves road" path which runs from Loch Gamhna to Inshriach via "Drakes Bothy" should be designated as a core path. This 
path is frequently used by walkers and mountain bikers.

 

b. We are concerned that some of the proposed core paths run through exposed and isolated areas. Visitors to the area may be 
in danger if they believe wrongly that a designated core path would be safe and accessible in all weathers.

 

c. We are concerned that it is not yet clear how the core paths will be maintained once they have been designated.

3. If objecting, please indicate what change(s) you are seeking to the Draft Core Paths Plan which could resolve your objection: 
a. Include the Loch Gamhna to Inshriach track as a core path

 

b. Literature and maps of core paths to make it clear that the designation "core path" does not imply that a path is safe and 
accessible in all weathers

Cairngorms National Park Authority
The information contained in this e-mail is confidential and intended for the exclusive use of the individual(s) or organisation 
specified above.  Any unauthorised dissemination or copying of this e-mail, or mis-use or wrongful disclosure of information 
contained in it, is strictly prohibited and may be illegal.  Please notify the sender by  return e-mail should you have received this 
e-mail in error.

Virus Warning: Although this email and any attachments are believed to be free from viruses, it is the responsibility of the 
recipient to ensure that they are virus free.  No responsibility is accepted by the Cairngorms National Park Authority for any loss 
or damage arising in any way from their receipt or opening

Spam.  This e-mail has been scanned for Spam.  However if you feel that this is Spam please forward this to 
mailmanager@cairngorms.co.uk
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